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at Titchfield House (inhabited by the Royalist Lady Southampton) while Berkeley and Ash-burnham were to go to the Isle of Wight to sound Robert Hammond. It appears that Ashburnham had suggested the Island as a refuge for the King and Hammond as a trustworthy host. There was no very good reason for thinking so, unless Whalley and Cromwell had insinuated as much to Ashburnham, who they knew was devoted to his master, but easily influenced and rash. Anyway, Ashburnham and Berkeley crossed to the Island, found Hammond, and threw themselves on his loyalty. Hammond, though horrified at the sudden responsibility, thought it best to return with them to the King. When Ashburnham arrived at Titchfield and told Charles that Hammond was below, Charles exclaimed, " Oh ! Jack, thou hast undone me." Whereupon Ashburnham gallantly offered to kill Hammond. This Charles forbade, and, seeing now no other course, decided to return to the Island with his new captor. Perhaps Hammond would treat him as guest rather than prisoner ; and another escape might be possible later. First he expected to sign a definite treaty with the Scotch Commissioners, who were now the representatives of the Royalist-Presbyterians. (These, combined with the old Royalists, were numerically more powerful than any other party.)
A fortnight after his arrival, still not suspecting the violent designs of the Army leaders, he sent Berkeley to the mainland with a letter to Fairfax asking for his continued support. He had some reason to trust the officers3 goodwill as they had just suppressed a mutiny of the Republicans (or